
 
Math History Presentation 

 
 As part of this course you will be giving a short presentation on a mathematician, briefly covering his/her life and work. 
The list of mathematicians we will cover is on the back side of this page.  You are welcome to choose the mathematician 
you would like to present on, or you can just wait for me to assign one to you.  If you wish to choose your own 
mathematician do so from the list on the back of this page and sign up on the sheet in the folder outside my office – 
first come, first served.  After week 2 I will assign mathematicians to students who have not made a choice of their own 
(which is perfectly fine). 
 
We will spend a full week of class on mathematician presentations.  The goal is that you will get to know about one 
mathematician (his/her life and work) very deeply and that the whole class will get an overview of the history of 
mathematics as each person shares about one mathematician.  Because we have almost 40 students in the class, your 
presentation will necessarily be short – lasting only 6 to 8 minutes. You will want to know your topic well enough to be 
able to present it fully yet briefly, clearly highlighting the most important elements.  You should introduce us to your 
mathematician as if you are introducing us to a good friend of yours whom you would like us to know as well.  This is a 
very important project in this class and is worth 15% of your class grade.  
 
You have more than two months to prepare for this.  BEGIN EARLY!  You are expected to be able to correctly pronounce 
the name of your mathematician and the places and topics associated with him/her.  If you are not sure about a 
pronunciation, you can ask me; I’ll be happy to help!  You are also expected to be able to explain part of the math that 
your mathematician is associated with.  That may sound kind of intimidating, but you are more than welcome to come 
to my office hours for help with these things, and you do have more than two months to prepare.  If you BEGIN EARLY 
and seek my help, this should not be a problem.  
 
 Though you will be talking about your topic, your presentation should also have a strong visual component in order to 
make it as memorable as possible for your classmates.  You will have a computer and projector, a document camera, 
and a white board and markers available to you.  You may use one or more of these items – whatever will best help you 
get the information across.  Make wise decisions about your presentation.  For example, if you use PowerPoint, don’t fill 
the slide with text; use mostly pictures with a small amount of relevant text – otherwise your classmates will feel 
stressed as they try to write down everything you have on the slide. 
 
As we all know, technology does not always cooperate, for that reason you are expected to have multiple back-ups in 
case something goes wrong.  For example, if you are going to bring in your presentation on a thumb drive, be sure you 
have also emailed it to yourself and/or put it in Dropbox and/or printed out the slides so you can use the document 
camera, etc.  We don’t have time in class to trouble-shoot technological glitches, so be prepared with a Plan B and a Plan 
C!  The computer in the classroom is a PC, so if you are preparing your presentation on a Mac it is your responsibility to 
convert it to PC form ahead of time so that it will work in the classroom. 
 
My website contains copies of this document, as well as suggested resources to get you started with your research.  Be 
sure to use reliable sources – again, a good starting point for that is our class website. 
 
I hope you’ll enjoy learning about your mathematician, and I look forward to hearing what you have to share with us 

about him or her! 
 

Oh, did I already mention that you should BEGIN EARLY?  
 


