
PRINT RESOURCES FOR RESEARCH ON MATHEMATICIANS

Most of the books I list here are available at the MJC library or at the Stanislaus County Free Library. If
the MJC library does not have a book you need, ask a librarian about how to do an ‘inter-library loan.’
Our library can borrow books from other libraries. One way or another you should be able to get access
to any of the books listed here. I do encourage you to begin early - especially as all your classmates (and
other students in other sections of Math 101) are also seeking these materials and since you may need to
wait for an inter-library loan to come through. So do not put this off! Also, since not all books cover all
mathematicians, you will need to - well - research! And there are many more books than just what I have
listed here!

BOOKS COVERING MULTIPLE MATHEMATICIANS:

Mathematicians are People Too by L & R Reimer - This is a wonderful book to start with. It is
very interesting and very easy to read. It is a children’s book! For that reason it should certainly not be
the only resource you use, but it is definitely a very good start.

Mathematicians are People Too, Volume 2 by L & R Reimer - See comments above.

Great Feuds in Mathematics: Ten of the Liveliest Disputes Ever by H. Hellman - This book is
FANTASTIC! It covers twenty different mathematicians, and it centers on interesting disputes that they
had about math. It also portrays their personalities very well.

Mathematical People by D. Albers - This book and the following two by the same author include
interviews with mathematicians and are excellent resources that give a lot more insight than what you can
find online.

More Mathematical People Contemporary Conversations by D. Albers & G. Alexanderson

Fascinating Mathematical People: Interviews and Memoirs by D. Albers & G. Alexanderson

A History of Mathematics by C. Boyer - This book will contain less of the biographical detail and
more of the mathematics - which you also need to know. It also puts things in context because it covers
the whole scope of mathematical history.

BOOKS COVERING INDIVIDUAL MATHEMATICIANS:

Please note: Though I have listed the following as books about individual mathematicians, mathematicians
did not work in isolation. For instance, if you are looking into Srinivasa Ramanujan you will end up
reading also about G. H. Hardy and John Littlewood. So, even if your mathematician isn’t listed below, if
you find that your mathematician is connected with one of these people you should follow that up and see
what you can find. Additionally, these are not the ONLY biographies of mathematicians. This is just to
introduce you to the world of mathematical biography and to let you know such things exist! If your
mathematician isn’t listed here it doesn’t mean there isn’t a biography, so be sure to look into that.

FIBONACCI - The Man of Numbers by Keith Devlin - This is a very recent book, researched by
NPR’s ‘Math Guy’ Keith Devlin who teaches at nearby Stanford. It’s quite short and very well-written.
You might also be interested in Leonardo and Steve: The Young Genius Who Beat Apple to Market by 800

Years also by Keith Devlin - it is a short, awesome read, but I think it’s only available on Kindle.

GIROLAMO CARDANO - The Book of My Life by Girolamo Cardano - This was written by
Cardano himself in the 1500s. Parts of it can be hard to read, but other parts are fascinating!! It is written
sort of in the style of a diary, but with short chapters on certain topics. I especially like chapter 18: ‘Those
Things in Which I Take Pleasure.’ He also has a chapter on Guardian Angels - and a chapter in which he
lists and writes about his friends and another in which he lists and writes about his enemies. He writes a
lot about his health - rather too much, as he was quite a hypochondriac. I find this book to be a very
interesting read (at least in parts)! And it certainly will give you an insider’s look into his life!



JOHN NAPIER - John Napier: Life, Logarithms and Legacy by Julian Havil - This is an
excellent new biography of Napier that contains his mathematical work, his theological work, and his life
and times - including a treasure hunt he was contracted to carry out given his reputation as a sorcerer.
This is a highly recommended biography!

EVARISTE GALOIS - The Equation That Couldn’t Be Solved by Mario Livio - There is a
biography of Galois in chapter 5: “The Romantic Mathematician.”

LEWIS CARROLL - Lewis Carroll in Numberland: His Fantastical Mathematical Logical

Life by Robin Wilson - There is some great stuff in this book, and it’s a quite recent biography. I
wasn’t impressed with the whole thing, so feel free to skip around in it.

SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN - The Man Who Knew Infinity by Robert Kanigel - This is a
very good read, but it is very long, and, unless you really want to, I wouldn’t expect you to read the whole
thing, but you can certainly skim it and read various sections in order to get the information you need. It
also contains a very well-written chapter about G. H. HARDY.

KURT GÖDEL - Gödel: A Life of Logic by Casti & DePauli - This book is quite short and very
informative. The introduction and chapter 4 should be particularly helpful to you. If you read the whole
thing you’ll gain a good understanding of the famous Incompleteness Theorem for which Gödel is best
known.

PAUL ERDÖS - For Paul Erdös there were two biographies that came out the same year - 1998, not long
after his death - and both are excellent:
The Man Who Loved Only Numbers by Paul Hoffman

My Brain is Open by Bruce Schechter

JOHN NASH - A Beautiful Mind by Sylvia Nassar - This is an excellent read! It was a national
bestseller and won the National Book Critics Circle Award for Biography. It is quite long, and, unless you
really want to, I wouldn’t expect you to read the whole thing, but you can certainly skim it and read
various sections in order to get the information you need. A movie of the same name was based on this
book. PLEASE NOTE that though you may want to watch the movie for information, and may do so, the
movie is highly fictionalized. Be sure to share only information that is accurate.

HINTS:

1) There are short bios in your textbook. Be sure to check into those!!

2) If you have a more recent mathematician there may be something on YouTube that includes that person
talking or involves an interview with that person. For instance, GRACE HOPPER was on Late Night

with David Letterman, and that can be found online. If you use a clip, make sure you don’t use more than
1 minute of it, as your presentation itself is very short, but you may use a short clip if you’d like in order to
give us an idea of who your mathematician is or to give us a brief demonstration animating a mathematical
idea.

3) Additionally, there are some full-length movie biographies of such mathematicians as ANDREW

WILES and SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN. You can watch these for reliable, easy to access,
information. To find such videos go to my website and click on “fun math” under the “resources” link. You
can also search on your own online, but be careful for accuracy. NOVA, the BBC, and Films for the
Humanities and Sciences are definitely reliable sources for such things.


