
MATH 101 Presentation Pointers

This project is a big deal. It’s worth 100 points, which is the same as a test. But it should
be easy to get 100% on it, if you simply start early and do what is asked. I’d love to see
you be successful in this class, and this is a big part of that success! I’ve created this list of
‘DOs’ and ‘DON’Ts’ to help you as you work towards putting your presentation together.

DO REMEMBER:

This is a semester-long project, which is intended to make you an expert on your chosen
mathematician. START EARLY on your reading and research. I am happy to help you
with the math, with the pronunciation of names, with suggesting good resource materials,
with giving you hints on using power-point, etc. HOWEVER, this offer is only valid until 2
weeks before the presentation begins. Do not come to me last minute hoping I’ll help you
throw something together quickly, because that I will not do. START IMMEDIATELY!

Turn in the related pages from your extended syllabus on time. These are intended to be
“free” points for you, and it is worth 30 points (that is 30%) of the grade on this project.
That is equivalent to 3 letter grades on a test!!

As best you can, bring this person to life for us. DO NOT stand up front and list 5
schools he went to and 10 books he wrote and 4 schools he taught at. That isn’t
interesting. DO tell us about his life outside of work, his quirks, his hobbies, his family,
obstacles he overcame. Remember, your classmates will be tested on these mathematician
presentations on the final exam - and there will be more than 30 presentations in this class.
Make yours MEMORABLE.

EXPLAIN to us one specific piece of the math he did that we can understand - rather than
just saying, “He wrote a book on calculus.” That doesn’t count as explaining some math
that he did. For instance, if you choose Gabriel Cramer, feel free to explain Cramer’s Rule.
We’ve all already seen it in Advanced Algebra, but we could use a refresher on it - what
it’s good for - how it works.

Have multiple ways of getting your presentation on the computer. Sometimes there is a
technological glitch - for instance last semester we had a day where the Internet connection
was down, and students who had sent themselves their power-point presentations through
email could not open them. Other past glitches were thumb drives that wouldn’t open for
some reason. So be sure to BOTH email your presentation to yourself (not to me) AND to
bring it in on a memory device such as a thumb drive. If you cannot get your presentation
to run on the computer and cannot present because of that, and IF that is because you
didn’t bother to prepare multiple methods of uploading, you will lose points. If your
presentation will not come up even though you have multiple ways of downloading it - that
is if the computer simply doesn’t cooperate at all that day, then you will not lose points.



Realize that the computers in our classrooms are PCs and that if you have a Mac at home
your presentation may not come up as you are expecting. If you have a Mac at home, make
sure you can save your presentation in such a way that it will run on a PC. Remember that
you have computer labs available to you on campus, so you might just want to put your
presentation together on campus - just a thought. Also, you are welcome to come to class
or my office before the week of presentations and try your power-point on one of the school
computers this way. Then you’ll know in advance if you’re good to go or not.

Use good source materials! Our librarians here at MJC are VERY willing to help you with
that. Of course you may look at Wikipedia to get some ideas, but that should not be your
only reference or your main reference.

Yes I do expect a ‘computer-based’ presentation - either a Power-point or Prezi or some
other such program (not a poster). We live in a technological age - to the point that
computer literacy is a required course in the high schools. If you have not worked with
these programs before you are welcome to stop by my office for help in getting started with
that. You may also be able to get assistance in computer labs around campus.

Practice your presentation at home - especially to check on timing. The presentation should
be between 5 and 12 minutes in length. If people take 20 minutes to give their talk then
we’ll spend half the semester on this, which we don’t have time for. If it’s too long, you’ll
need to take something out. If it’s too short, you’ll need to find more material to add in.

DO NOT:

Do not stand in front of class and say, “Here’s his name, but I don’t know how to say it.”
Or “Here’s where she went to school, but I don’t know how to pronounce it.” You are the
EXPERT on this person and his or her life. There are lots of pronunciation helps online -
use them! Or come to me and ask for help. If you couldn’t be bothered to take the time to
figure out how to pronounce your mathematician’s name or how to pronounce where he or
she taught or went to school, points will be taken off of your grade. You are (supposed to
be) the expert on this person!

Do not cram your power-point slide with so much text that your classmates cannot take it
in. If you do this it makes it very frustrating for them because they think they need to
write everything down, and then when you switch slides they get stressed out because they
can’t keep up; this stress keeps them from being able to listen to you. Use the slides to
show us cool pictures related to the person’s life and work and to highlight major dates,
ideas, events, etc. - but don’t write a full-blown essay on the slides.


